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Percocet is a prescription pain medication that combines oxycodone (an opioid pain reliever) and 
acetaminophen (a non-opioid pain reliever). This combination enhances pain control while 
allowing for lower doses of each drug. 

When used responsibly and under medical supervision, Percocet provides effective relief for 
moderate to severe pain — such as post-surgical pain, injury, or chronic pain conditions. 

 

1. What Is Percocet? 
Percocet contains oxycodone hydrochloride and acetaminophen. Oxycodone acts on the brain 
and spinal cord to change the body’s response to pain, while acetaminophen helps reduce fever 
and boosts the pain-relieving effect of oxycodone. 

Key Facts: 

●​ Classified as a Schedule II controlled substance under U.S. law.​
 

●​ Available only with a doctor’s prescription.​
 

●​ Designed for short-term pain relief.​
 

●​ Must be used exactly as directed to avoid dependence or overdose.​
 

Because it contains an opioid, Percocet has a potential for abuse and addiction if misused. 

https://communityhealth.amebaownd.com/


 

2. Medical Uses of Percocet 
Percocet is prescribed when pain cannot be managed by non-opioid medications. 

Common Conditions Treated: 

●​ Post-surgical recovery​
 

●​ Injury-related pain (fractures, burns, etc.)​
 

●​ Severe dental or bone pain​
 

●​ Chronic pain associated with medical conditions like arthritis or nerve damage​
 

Doctors typically recommend Percocet for short durations, transitioning to milder medications as 
pain decreases. 

 

3. Dosage and Administration 

Available Strengths: 

Percocet tablets are available in various combinations of oxycodone (2.5–10 mg) and 
acetaminophen (325–650 mg). 

Typical Dosage: 

●​ Adults: 1 tablet every 6 hours as needed for pain, as prescribed by the doctor.​
 

●​ Maximum acetaminophen limit: Not more than 4,000 mg per day (to prevent liver damage).​
 

Important: 

●​ Take Percocet exactly as directed.​
 

●​ Do not exceed the prescribed dose or mix with alcohol.​
 

●​ Swallow tablets whole — do not crush, chew, or dissolve.​
 

 



4. Possible Side Effects 

Common Side Effects: 

●​ Drowsiness or dizziness​
 

●​ Constipation​
 

●​ Nausea or vomiting​
 

●​ Lightheadedness​
 

Serious Side Effects (Seek Medical Help Immediately): 

●​ Slow or difficult breathing​
 

●​ Confusion or severe drowsiness​
 

●​ Jaundice (yellowing of skin/eyes — a sign of liver injury)​
 

●​ Signs of an allergic reaction (rash, swelling, difficulty breathing)​
 

If overdose is suspected, call emergency services immediately. 

 

5. Precautions and Warnings 
Because Percocet contains both oxycodone and acetaminophen, patients must take special 
precautions. 

Avoid Percocet If You Have: 

●​ Severe asthma or breathing problems​
 

●​ Liver disease or heavy alcohol use​
 

●​ A history of substance misuse​
 

Safety Tips: 

●​ Do not combine with other acetaminophen-containing drugs.​
 



●​ Avoid alcohol or sedatives — they can cause dangerous respiratory depression.​
 

●​ Store securely and out of reach of children.​
 

●​ Do not drive or operate machinery until you know how Percocet affects you.​
 

Abruptly stopping long-term use can lead to withdrawal symptoms — taper only under medical 
supervision. 

 

6. Safe and Legal Use 
To ensure safety and legality: 

●​ Obtain Percocet only through a licensed healthcare provider.​
 

●​ Fill prescriptions at verified pharmacies.​
 

●​ Avoid purchasing from unregulated online sources — counterfeit pills are dangerous.​
 

●​ Follow all dosing and usage instructions carefully.​
 

Your doctor may monitor your progress and adjust dosage to prevent misuse. 

 

Conclusion 
Percocet is a powerful and effective medication for managing moderate to severe pain, especially 
following surgery or injury. Its combination of oxycodone and acetaminophen provides quick and 
reliable pain relief when used responsibly. 
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